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The present talk challenges this assumption and suggests that the costs of interaction go far beyond 

the vague notion of ‘negotiating meaning’ that some commentators rely on.  The talk offers a profile 

of the supplementary cognitive and discourse-related processes that play a central role in ensuring 

that listeners and speakers acknowledge and support each other adequately. Formulating a 

response that is appropriately sensitive to a speaker’s turn would seem to add considerably to both 

the cognitive and the linguistic load upon the listener.  

On these lines, a case can be made for allocating a separate score to a Speaking candidate: one 

which gives due recognition to the part played by their interactive listening skills. This may require 

new descriptors in order to raise examiners’ awareness of what such skills entail.  The use by certain 

test boards of integrated skills tests based on listening+speaking will be similarly evaluated in the 

light of the issues raised here. 

Developing computer-based speaking tasks to assess the ‘mediation’ construct 

Dr Jing Xu and Annabelle Pinnington (Cambridge Assessment) 

Mediation concerns facilitation of information exchange between persons who are unable to 

communicate with each other directly (Council of Europe, 2001). The notion of mediation is rooted 

in the sociocultural view of learning (Lantolf, 2000) and recognises the social nature of language use 

(North & Piccardo, 2016). The latest Companion Volume to the Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages (Council of Europe, 2018) has offered language teachers and testers 

elaborated descriptions of mediation and a blueprint for further expanding the construct. Despite 

theorists’ increased recognition of the role of mediation in communication, the construct has rarely 

been focused on by L2 speaking assessment. 

This paper reports a study that aimed to trial two computer-based speaking tasks designed to assess 

mediation. The first task, called ‘meeting summary’, requires a candidate to listen to the 

conversations in a meeting and then summarise the gist for a third party. The second task, called 

‘evidence-


