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UK Data protection law (UK DPL): 

Quick guide for researchers within IASR 

IASR Ethics Panel (April 2021) 
 

¶ New rules governing the way that organisations use personal data now fall under 

UK Data Protection Law (UK DPL). UK DPL covers the Data Protection Act 2018 

(DPA 2018) and the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR). 

Personal data is information relating to an identifiable living individual. 

 

¶ UK GDPR offers enhanced rights to individuals whose personal data is being 

processed. Processing includes collecting, using, analysing, storing, transferring, 

disclosing or destroying it. Please see here for University of Bedfordshire (UoB) 

GDPR best practice guidance and GDPR Guidance for Researchers. 

 

¶ It legalises much of the current good practice in research, placing people at the 

centre, reinforcing ethical practice that has been in place for many years. 

 

What do we need know as IASR staff and PGR students? 

 

Research is in the public interest 

Research organisations must have a lawful basis to collect, use or store personal 

data. Lawful basis is different to researcher understanding of “informed consent” 

processes. The lawful basis for research within the University of Bedfordshire is a 

“task in the public interest” (Article 6(1)(e) GDPR). 

 

Sensitive data are given more protection under UK GDPR. To process this type of 

data, you will need a lawful basis (task in the public interest) and an additional 

“special condition”. 

 

https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation/gdpr-overview-and-best-practice-guidance/
https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation/guidance-for-researchers/
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If you will be processing criminal convictions/offences data, then your special 

condition is Art 10 GDPR, supplemented by 

/media/271006/uob-gdpr-privacynoticeresearch-participants-may-2019.pdf
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https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation/guidance-for-researchers/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/


https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation/guidance-for-researchers/
https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation/guidance-for-researchers/
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/256442/gdpr-staff-guidance.pdf
https://in.beds.ac.uk/governance/legal/dp
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/256441/guidance-on-storing-and-transferring-personal-datav2.pdf
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/256441/guidance-on-storing-and-transferring-personal-datav2.pdf


mailto:DPO@beds.ac.uk
https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation/data-protection-impact-assessment-dpia/
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/256446/dpia-form.pdf
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/256443/data-breach-process.pdf
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/256443/data-breach-process.pdf
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/256444/data-breach-reporting-form.pdf
mailto:legaloffice@beds.ac.uk
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/principles/storage-limitation/#archiving
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/principles/purpose-limitation/#compatible_purpose
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/principles/purpose-limitation/#compatible_purpose
https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation/retention-of-data/


/media/271008/uob-iasr-gdpr-accessible-cyp-privacy-notice-research-participants-sept-2019.pdf
https://in.beds.ac.uk/general-data-protection-regulation
https://www.hra.nhs.uk/planning-and-improving-research/policies-standards-legislation/data-protection-and-information-governance/gdpr-guidance/
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-this-website/privacy-policy/privacy-notices/privacy-notice-for-research
https://blog.esrc.ac.uk/2018/05/25/why-gdpr-matters-for-research/#more-5089
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