
 

Re-visiting rating scale development ς modelling construct choices 

made by scale developers 
Professor Ute Knoch 

Rating scale development in the field of language assessment is often considered in 
dichotomous ways: it is assumed to be guided either by expert intuition or by drawing on 
performance data. In this paper we refine the dominant model of rating scale development 
by drawing on a corpus of 36 studies identified in a systematic review. We present a model 
showing the different sources of scale construct in the corpus and show how this model can 
be used in rating scale development and validation activities. 

 

The impact of time allowances in EAP writing assessment 
Dr Emma Bruce 

The aim of this doctoral research was to investigate the impact of time allowances in an EAP 
reading-to-write assessment task. My mixed-methods study compared quantitative data (e.g. 



 

Whose performance is it now? How rater personality impacts L2 

speaking tests scores 
Alun Roger 

Speaking test scores are increasingly being used to make high-stakes decisions (for 


