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Research Group Updates 
 
Research group: Social constructivist approaches to inclusion, curriculum and 
pedagogy 
Research group leader: Professor Janice Wearmouth 
Research group interests:  
Underpinning our education system is a focus on knowledge acquisition and the 
‘need to know’ which, historically, have driven assessment practice and 
determined pedagogy and teaching. The central concerns of members of this 
group lie at the interface between theory and practice and reflect the inter-
relationship between views of learning and of knowledge, and how they relate to 
policy, pedagogy, assessment and the specified curriculum.  
 
Within the umbrella concepts of knowledge. learning, policy, pedagogy, the 
curriculum and assessment the foci of recent and current research projects of 
researchers in the group, funded and unfunded in the UK and internationally, 
include: 
 
 pedagogies and curriculum effective in responding to the needs of all 

students, including those who experience difficulties in learning, and 
those who support them; 

 literacy learning in schools, most especially in relation to those students 
who experience barriers; 

 approaches to understanding, assessing and addressing behavioural 
issues in schools; 

 approaches to teacher professional development, in particular as it 
relates to the training and development of new teachers as well as in-
school practitioner research work; 

 learners’ views of what helps and hinders their learning and ways in 
which these views can support the development of effective pedagogy; 

 policy and practice in special educational needs provision in schools. 
 

Fields of knowledge and areas of investigation continue to develop and intersect. 
Currently conceptual approaches used by research group members include, but 
are not limited to, socio-cultural understandings of learning and behaviour and 
the theoretical framework offered by the concept of communities of practice 
elaborated, most notably by Lave and Wenger. 
  
Recent and current research-related projects 
Members of the group have been, and currently are, working on a number of 
projects with members of other groups in IREd and external colleagues: 
 

1. In the last academic year, a  co-edited book, led by this research group, 
was published by Routledge, with chapters focused on voice in 
educational contexts that were authored by 12 members of staff with 2 
external colleagues in 



 

 

groups, involved in authoring the chapters, with a head teacher and an 
external academic also. 

3. The group continues to maintain its external links with Maori colleagues 
at the University of Waikato in New Zealand. A jointly-authored chapter 
has been commissioned from a group member and Waikato colleagues by 
academics at Liverpool Hope University. 

4. A research project investigating the views of special educational needs co-
ordinators about effective provision for autistic learners in mainstream 
schools was completed by the group leader and Dr Cathal Butler and 
published in 2020 in a peer-reviewed journal. 

  
Future plans 

1. In the next academic year, the group will look for research funding from 
local sources to set up research and development projects focused on 
enhancing future life chances of young people and based on a socio-
cultural understanding of learning. 

2. Group members will also look to work with members of the social justice 
group to investigate ways to reduce marginalisation of particular student 
groups in educational institutions. 

  
 
Research group: Participation, citizenship rights and equity (PCRE) 
Research group leader: Professor Uvanney Mayle
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International Federation for the Teaching of English conference – Sydney  
CONFERENCE CONTINUING AS A VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 
Andy Goodwyn is a keynote speaker [funded] and will be leading a BERA/AATE 
research panel 
 3 papers at the IFTE conference 

 Master Class for Sydney English teachers 

 
English and Education conference - Brunel University 
Oli Belas presented a paper (a version of chapter 1 of the book he's writing, on 
school English, Creative Writing, and philosophy) at Brunel's second annual (and 
first online) English and Education conference. His paper was entitled "Exercises 
in Style; Conversations with the Dead," and focussed on essay writing and the 
tradition of essayism as creative practice. 
 
Ed. Space Podcast Channel 
The Ed. Space podcast was launched in part as a way of keeping conversations 
about educational research going during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, we 
hope that the podcast will have a life beyond lockdown, as podcasts continue to   

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanchor.fm%2Foliver-belas&data=02%7C01%7CNeil.Hopkins%40beds.ac.uk%7C8b3512ba72084228de8808d7f19e7b88%7C3133dbdc3c644bdaa66a751445a19275%7C1%7C0%7C637243535283676222&sdata=RLIwDDUrGGggNDlZlQzpj2MfeuTrcm0DEE%2B5wdKkiNw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanchor.fm%2Foliver-belas&data=02%7C01%7CNeil.Hopkins%40beds.ac.uk%7C8b3512ba72084228de8808d7f19e7b88%7C3133dbdc3c644bdaa66a751445a19275%7C1%7C0%7C637243535283681215&sdata=zRTqezjd4TOnL1IhD5YYeJ5lIsNCy8R0ce2qVyTw2ww%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 
 
Research Projects  
 
RADY Project 
A team from IRED (Carol Thompson, Gareth Bates and Steve Connolly) have been 
successful in obtaining a bid of £7,500 to evaluate Central Beds Council's RADY 
(Raising Attainment for Disadvantaged Young people) programme. This will 
involve us, over the course of the next few months, interviewing senior leaders, 
teachers and pupils in a number of Central Beds Schools and assessing the 
effectiveness of the interventions run through the programme. There will be a 
report published in the autumn. 
 
Innovation Bridge – Luton Citizens Advice Bureau 
Oli Belas and Neil Hopkins are currently 

report
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